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Be a Green Biz

Buy green

Recycle and cut waste

Build green

Drive less and drive clean

Use green energy

Save water

Save energy





 

















Table 1. Selection Criteria for Prioritizing New Sustainability Recommendations.   











Value  = _ CostsBenefits
Energy savings
Water savings

Waste reduction
Employee retention

Staff recruitment
Community service

Staged or phased 
to accommodate 

any budget or 
schedule

Public recognition of 
a well-run company

Internal satisfaction 
of running the best 
business possible





How riding elephants can help energy efficiency in the 
office. .

Small Business Case Studies.  

Blink: the Power of Thinking without Thinking

Small Business, Sustainability 
Reporting: It Can Be Done.

Thinking, Fast and Slow

SME sustainability challenges 2013

Green Business Pledge

Small, Smart and Sustainable, Experiences of SME 
Reporting in Global Supply Chains

).  Eliminating Barriers to Small Business Sustainability."

Case Study: Sustainable Business Practices Produce 
Healthy Dividends for Big Muddy Workshop.



Sustainability Reporting and SMEs: A Closer Look at the GRI.

The sustainability imperative for small business. 

How to write a 
business case study. 

Smart Steps to Sustainability







 



















Table 1. The values of sustainability reporting (GRI 2014) 

Sustainability reporting encourages a 
company to:

Sustainability reporting allows a 
company’s clients, suppliers, and 

community to:



Table 2.  Material Categories and Aspects for SHN 

Three Categories of Sustainability Reporting
Economic Aspects Environmental Aspects Social Aspects

















Table 3.  Global drivers affecting small engineering firms (World Future Society, 
2014) 

Global drivers affecting small
engineering firms

Potential mechanism of the driver’s effect on small 
engineering firms









Table 4.  Economic indicators for trends to 2040 for three California counties 
(California Economic Forecast, 2013). 

Humboldt, CA Shasta, CA Mendocino, CA







Table 5.  SHN’s 2013 financial performance in context of PSMJ’s 2013 survey 
(PSMJ, 2013). 

Benchmark statistic SHN performance in context of PSMJ 
2013 benchmarks of 198 firms











Eureka office.  



Redding office.

Willits office.

Coos Bay office.









Table 6.  Estimated air emissions from commuting 

All employees 
drive 5 days/wk for 

50 weeks

All employees 
drive 4 days/wk for 

50 weeks

Work at home 
policy with 40% 

driving 4 
days/week

 



  





Leadership at the top.



Documented safety program.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).

Compliance with state and federal laws and regulations.



Hazard Communication Program.



Paid holidays and vacation.  

Family health insurance coverage.

Retirement benefits.

Cafeteria plan covering child and elder care expenses.

Scholar Share savings plan for future college tuition.



Family leave

School visits policy.

Company sponsored service organization events













Table 7.  Results of engineering, surveying, and geosciences licensing exams 
for California in Fall 2014 

Licensed and Profession Discipline Exam Pass 
Rate in Fall 

2014, %







Recommendation 1:

Recommendation 2:

Recommendation 3.



Recommendation 4.

Recommendation 5:



Recommendation 6:

Recommendation 7:

Recommendation 8:



Recommendation 9:



Recommendation 10:

Recommendation 11:

Recommendation 12:



Recommendation 13:

Recommendation 14:

Recommendation 15:  



Recommendation 16: 

Recommendation 17:  



Recommendation 18:

Recommendation 19:









Table 8.  Rankings of sustainability recommendations based on financial resources, 
specialized knowledge, time to accomplish, and when to act (Exhibit 4). 

Rank Sustainability recommendation number and description
Feasibility 

score















G4 sustainability guidelines, reporting principles and 
standard disclosures.  







































Appendix 2.  Case studies from the CoolCalifornia.org database 

Company Name Type Region Action Comments 

MAK 
Design+Build, Inc. 

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

North 
Central 
Region  

Be a 
Green Biz  

MAK Design+Build, Inc. is an environmentally 
conscious business that emphasizes sustainable 
building practices. The steps MAK has taken to 
become green...Read Case Study »  

iBank  
Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Buy 
Green  

iBank is a small, private company that has been 
paperless since 1999. 

One of iBank’s primary business goals is to help 
reduce the usage of paper products...Read Case 
Study »  

Bowman Design 
Group  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Be a 
Green Biz  

In just two years, Bowman Design Group not only 
met but shattered California’s AB32...Read Case 
Study »  

Meridian Pacific, 
Inc.  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

North 
Central 
Region  

Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

One of 26 businesses in a building complex, 
Meridian Pacific, Inc. stands out as a leader in 
environmentally-friendly business practices. 

Read Case Study »  

The Living 
Christmas 
Company  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Be a 
Green Biz  

Head tree-hugger and Christmas Caroler, Scott 
“Scotty Claus” Martin, was once ashamed by the 
discarded Christmas Trees that would line the 
streets after the holidays. Now, thanks to 
the...Read Case Study »  

Blue Star 
Refreshments  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Bay Area  
Be a 
Green Biz  

Blue Star Refreshments is an office refreshment 
service provider located in Silicon Valley that has 
made the commitment to go green. They 
offer...Read Case Study »  

Arya Cleaners  
Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Be a 
Green Biz  

Sassan Rahimzadeh set out to create one of the 
most technologically advanced and 
environmentally sustainable dry cleaning services 
around. He succeeded when he opened the 
doors of...Read Case Study »  



Rent-A-Green 
Box  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Build 
Green  

Rent-A-Green Box is a multifaceted fast growing 
company with green on the brain. Spencer 
Brown, who embraced the green philosophy, 
knew that...Read Case Study »  

Resource 
Solutions Group  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Bay Area  
Drive Less 
and Drive 
Clean  

Resource Solutions Group (RSG) is a result-
oriented environmental consulting firm 
specializing in the design, management and 
implementation of programs that...Read Case 
Study »  

Blue Oak Energy  
Business or 
Professional 
Services  

North 
Central 
Region  

Build 
Green  

Blue Oak Energy is in the business of being green. 
Dedicated to providing high quality service to 
customers nationwide, Blue Oak Energy excels 
in...Read Case Study »  

Hesperian 
Cleaners  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Bay Area  
Be a 
Green Biz  

Concerned by the potential health hazards 
associated with the use of perchloroethylene 
(PERC), a traditional dry cleaning chemical, 
Hesperian Cleaners...Read Case Study »  

Zan Media  
Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Bay Area  
Be a 
Green Biz  

Zan Media, San Francisco Bay Area film and video 
production specialists, caught the green buzz 
when producing their recent documentary on the 
California wine...Read Case Study »  

Recon Recycling, 
LLC  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

Recon Recycling, LLC is located in the Barrio 
Logan community of San Diego. Recon Recycling 
provides waste diversion and customized 
recycling programs...Read Case Study »  

Sapphos 
Environmental, 
Inc.  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Inland 
Deserts 
Region  

Use 
Green 
Energy  

As an environmental consulting firm, Sapphos 
Environmental, Inc. has adopted a “walk the talk” 
philosophy. They have undertaken efforts to 
implement...Read Case Study »  

Norton's Green 
Cleaners  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Save 
Water  

Norton’s Green Cleaners is leading the way in 
alternative dry cleaning methods by reducing 
their chemical waste and installing energy 
efficient upgrades. Norton’s Green Cleaners 
opened in 1971 as...Read Case Study »  

Citadel Business or South Use Citadel Environmental, an eco-friendly health 



Environmental 
Services Inc.  

Professional 
Services  

Coast 
Region  

Green 
Energy  

and safety firm, is green inside and out. Not only 
is a sustainable lifestyle promoted, but its...Read 
Case Study »  

Audio Visual 
Consultants  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Bay Area  
Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

Audio Visual (AV) Consultants is a Certified Green 
Business in Alameda County specializing in video 
production and editing. AV Consultants is 
reducing...Read Case Study »  

Fresh Air Yard 
Care  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

North 
Central 
Region  

Save 
Energy  

Fresh Air Yard Care endeavors to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by providing yard care 
maintenance using only hand powered, electric 
and propane...Read Case Study »  

Three Squares, 
Inc.  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

Three Squares Inc. (TSI) is leading the way as a 
sustainable business force that maintains balance 
between the people, economic growth 
and...Read Case Study »  

Atlas Disposal 
Industries  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Northern 
Region  

Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

Atlas Disposal Industries was founded on the 
principles of sustainability. People, planet and 
prosperity are the three principles that define 
the way...Read Case Study »  

Weston Miles 
Architects  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Bay Area  
Be a 
Green Biz  

Weston Miles Architects, Inc. (WMA) is an award-
winning landscape and architecture business that 
practices innovative and sustainable 
building...Read Case Study »  

Cibola Systems 
Corporation  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Save 
Energy  

Cibola Systems is an audiovisual design firm 
specializing in creating business meeting 
environments while integrating AV technologies 
that inspire team...Read Case Study »  

Light and Motion 
Industries  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Central 
Region  

Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

Light and Motion Industries, Inc. is a 
manufacturing company located in a converted 
building on Monterey’s famous Cannery Row. 
They design, market, and manufacture two 
product lines: high...Read Case Study »  

Waste Less Living  Business or 
Professional 

South 
Coast 

Recycle 
and Cut 

Waste Less Living is an environmental consulting 
firm with a passion for waste diversion and 
composting. Located in Pasadena, California, 



Services  Region  Waste  Waste Less...Read Case Study »  

Conejo Awards  
Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Save 
Energy  

Conejo Awards transformed their office in to an 
eco-friendly work space with smart purchases, 
helpful employees and dedication to helping the 
environment...Read Case Study »  

Choice Lunch  
Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Bay Area  
Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

Choice Lunch, a school lunch delivery service, is 
dedicated to providing school-age children with 
healthy, sustainable and delicious meals. Meals 
are...Read Case Study »  

Codexis, Inc.  
Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Northern 
Region  

Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

Codexis, Inc. is a bio-fuel, pharmaceutical and 
chemical engineering firm that is transforming 
their Redwood City headquarters in an effort to 
increase waste...Read Case Study »  

Conejo Awards  
Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Inland 
Deserts 
Region  

Recycle 
and Cut 
Waste  

As the first business to be certified “green” by 
the City of Thousand Oaks, Conejo Awards is 
considered a leader in green innovation. Conejo 
Awards, an...Read Case Study »  

El Primero 
Boutique B&B 
Hotel  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Use 
Green 
Energy  

Located in the city of Chula Vista, El Primero 
Boutique B&B Hotel offers guests a unique 
experience at an environmentally-friendly hotel. 
The El...Read Case Study »  

Nortra-Cables, 
Inc.  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

Bay Area  
Save 
Energy  

Nortra-Cables, Inc. offers custom cable and wire 
harness design, prototyping and manufacturing 
services for medical, computer, 
communications,...Read Case Study »  

Ohana Pet 
Hospital  

Business or 
Professional 
Services  

South 
Coast 
Region  

Save 
Energy  

Opened in December 2012, Ohana Pet Hospital is 
a full-service veterinary clinic that is committed 
to environmental sustainability and serves as a 
role...Read Case Study »  

 

http://www.coolcalifornia.org/small-business 

http://www.coolcalifornia.org/article/be-a-green-biz 

http://www.coolcalifornia.org/california-green-business-programs


